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Deadline For the March/April 2021 

 Edition is February 10th!

     Articles published in this newspaper, which are contributed by outside sources, express the opinions 
of their authors only, and may not express the viewpoint of the management or staff of The Country 
Register. Such articles that are accepted for publication herein may be edited at the sole discretion of 
the publisher. Responsibility for products advertised in this newspaper lies with the advertisers them-
selves.  Though The Country Register will not knowingly publish fraudulent materials or fraudulently 
obtained materials, we are not liable for any damages arising from purchase or use of products advertised 
herein.  Notifications regarding any consumer complaints related to merchandise purchased from our 
advertisers would be appreciated and would assist in our publishing efforts.
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Gift Certificate Drawing Form 
 
To enter, complete form and mail to: 

The Country Register 
2920 - 144th Ave. NE 
Ham Lake, MN 55304 

 
 

Name:_____________________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________________  
City:_____________________State:_______Zip:_________ 
Favorite Shop Advertised:____________________________ 
My Favorite Shop because:____________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
My Favorite Country Register Feature(s):________________ 
 _________________________________________________ 
Found this issue at:__________________________________ 
Regular reader?_______________1st time reader?________ 
Do you tell the shops you saw their ad in the paper?________ 
What stores would you like to see in The Country Register? 
(include town)______________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
Please make sure to tell the shop owners you saw their ad in 
The Country Register! It’s the only way they know you saw them 
here and that their advertising dollars work!

Win a $25 Gift Certificate! 
Each issue we give away a $25 gift certificate to YOUR favorite shop! 

Just fill out the form below to entered in the drawing. (one per person please)

JF21

The Country Register Publisher Contact List
The Country Register began in Arizona, in the Fall of 1988, to provide effective, affordable advertising for
shops, shows, and other experiences enjoyed by a kindred readership. Since then the paper has flourished
and spread. Look for the paper in your travels.

Barbara Floyd, founder  •  barbara@countryregister.com  •  602-321-6511 
PUBLICATIONS ALL ACROSS THE UNITED STATES & CANADA

To receive a sample paper from another area, mail $3.00 in U.S.A. or $4.00 in Canada to that area’s editor. 

USA
Arizona: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Arkansas: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
California: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Colorado: Jan & John Keller, 719-749-9797
Connecticut: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Delaware: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
Florida: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Georgia: Linda Parish, 706-340-1049
Idaho (N): Kelsey Ruzicka, 605-568-0181
Idaho (S): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Illinois: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Indiana: Gail & Merle Taylor, 888-616-8319
Iowa: Linda Glendy, 641-751-2619
Kansas: Cindy Baldwin, 866-966-9815
Maine: Deborah Daney, 207-324-7482
Maryland: Stacy Lute,  443-909-0531
Massachusetts & RI: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Michigan: Bill, Marlene & Leslie Howell, 989-751-8860
Minnesota: Kim & Mickey Keller, 763-754-1661
Missouri: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, 605-568-0181
Nebraska: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Nevada (N): Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 702-523-1803

New Hampshire: Deborah Daney, 207-608-9102
New Jersey: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 719-749-9797
New York: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
North Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 888-942-8950
North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, 605-568-0181
Ohio: Barb Moore, 937-652-1157
Oklahoma: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Oregon: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
Pennsylvania: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
Rhode Island: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
South Carolina: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 888-942-8950
South Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, 605-568-0181
Texas: Richard and Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Vermont: Deborah Daney, 207-324-7482
Virginia: Dave & Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Washington: Barb Stillman & Lolly Konecky, 602-942-8950
West Virginia: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
Wisconsin: Scott and Jennifer Hughes, 715-838-9426
Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, 605-568-0181
CANADA
Alberta: Marcy Horswill, 587-585-3545
British Columbia: Jenifer Smith, 800-784-6711
Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Scott & Marj Kearns, 306-736-2441
Ontario: Harriet Ramos,  613-424-6420 

Kim Keller, Publisher 
2920 - 144th Ave NE 

Ham Lake, MN 55304 
763-754-1661 

minnesota@countryregister.com 
www.countryregister.com/mn 

Minnesota’s Guide to Specialty Shopping & Fun Events

And  the Winner Is... 
      

     Myla Roskop of Fairmont, MN won a $25 gift certificate to Quilter’s Cottage in 
Kiester, MN! Myla says Quilter’s Cottage  is her favorite shop because “Connie and 
Marcia are the best! They are always prompt in assisting and we have so many laughs”. 
     Melinda Santikko of Iron River, WI, Pat Malmgren of Willmar, MN and Mary Kay 
Peshon of Winona, MN all won a copy of By the Yard Comics 2021 calendar!  
     Esther Masselink of Edgerton, MN won a copy of Quilting Lessons!  

Congratulations to all the winners! 
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Happy Valentine’s Day!

Jan/Feb 2021 - The Minnesota Country Register -

2020 was a challenging year!
We extend a very special thank you to the
advertisers who have
chosen to maintain

contact with readers of
The Country Register!

We exist thanks to you!

Happy Valentine’s Day 
From 

The Country Register

Where in 
Minnesota?

Somewhere in Minnesota the image to 
the right can be found. 

Where is it? 
(Answer on page 18 of this issue)

December 
28-31..................................Pre-Inventory Sale - Quarry Quilts & Yarn Shop - Sandstone  
January 
4-15........................................................Finish the Bolt Sale - Just Sew Studio - Waite Park 
9...........................................Virtual Annual Quilt Show - Old Alley Quilt Shop - Sherburn 
23.....Support Local Quilt Shop Day Big Tent Event - Gone To pieces Quilt Shop - Kimball 
25-30..........................................................Anniversary Sale - Sewing Seeds - New Ulm 
31...............................................................................Pro Bolt Sale - Quilted Dog - Cloquet  
February 
7...................................Super Bowl Sunday Sale - Gone To Pieces Quilt Shop - Kimball 
8-27...............Triple Delight on the Crafty Old Prairie - Old Alley Quilt Shop - Sherburn 

Special Events

Blue Earth....................................................................6 
Cook...........................................................................18 
Cloquet........................................................................9
Duluth........................................................................18
Eagan.........................................................................11 
Eden Valley................................................................15 
Ellsworth, IA................................................................8 
Elk River.....................................................................13 
Fergus Falls...............................................................17 
Kiester...........................................................................7 
Kimball.......................................................................15 
Lake City......................................................................5 

Madelia......................................................................10
Menomonie, WI..........................................................4 
New Prague..............................................................10 
New Ulm.....................................................................8 
Oklee.........................................................................17 
Sandstone.................................................................19 
Sherburn....................................................................10 
Waite Park..................................................................14 
Wells........................................................................6&7 
White Bear Lake.......................................................13 
Winona.........................................................................4
Worthington..............................................................10

City Listing

Happy New Year! 
 
     I don’t think it would be an exaggeration to say 
that we are all happy to turn the final page of the 
calendar on 2020! That was one tough year in 
many ways. As we move into 2021 I want to send a 
very heartfelt THANK YOU to everyone of the 
shops within this paper and all the editions in 2020. 
Because of them we were able to stay afloat during 
this unprecedented year. The shops were and still 
are able to stay afloat because of you, the 
reader/shopper! Thank you as well! 

     Shops still need us. Stop in and visit the shops when you are out. If you are more 
comfortable staying home, many shops are still offering online shopping and curbside 
pick-up. Visit their websites and Facebook pages. They need our support more than 
ever. 
     Now as 2021 is just getting started I believe good things are on their way! We 
can make it a great year. Let’s support each other in anyway we can, and just be 
nice to everyone! 
     Thank you so much for reading The Country Register. Please continue to visit the 
shops and pick up your copy of the paper while you’re there. Make sure to thank the 
advertisers and let them know you saw them in the paper! 
     2021 will be a good year! Happy New Year!

12 New Chapters 
365 New Chances
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    1671 ½ W 5th Street 
        Winona, MN 55987 
   www.bluffviewquiltshop.com 
  bluffviewquiltshop@gmail.com 

 

 

Quality Quilting Products with a wide variety of Fabric, Flannel, 
Batiks, Creative Grids, Quilter’s Select, Patterns, Notions, Classes 

 
We carry Westalee Rulers and will order Sew 

Steady tables for your specific machine. 
 

Regular Hours:  Thurs & Fri 10-4 
Sat 10-3   Sun 12-3 

Happy New Year 

 FABRIC FUN FRIENDS           

WWoWoodland Ridge Retreat       oWoodland Ridge Retreat       dWoodland Ridge Retreat       lWoodland Ridge Retreat       aWoodland Ridge Retreat       nWoodland Ridge Retreat       dWoodland Ridge Retreat        Woodland Ridge Retreat       RWoodland Ridge Retreat       iWoodland Ridge Retreat       dWoodland Ridge Retreat       gWoodland Ridge Retreat       eWoodland Ridge Retreat        Woodland Ridge Retreat       RWoodland Ridge Retreat       eWoodland Ridge Retreat       tWoodland Ridge Retreat       rWoodland Ridge Retreat       eWoodland Ridge Retreat       aWoodland Ridge Retreat       tWoodland Ridge Retreat        Woodland Ridge Retreat        Woodland Ridge Retreat        Woodland Ridge Retreat        Woodland Ridge Retreat        Woodland Ridge Retreat        Woodland Ridge Retreat        Woodland Ridge Retreat       
A Place to Create and Be Inspired 

Join us for a workshop or retreat with your favorite friends 
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5 Day Workshops: 5

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops:  

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: D

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: a

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: y

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops:  

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: W

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: o

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: r

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: k

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: s

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: h

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: o

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: p
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Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: :

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops:  

Visit our website to learn more 

5 Day Workshops: 

12 Students 
Superb Instructors 
Luxury Comforts 
Scrumptious Meals 

LoLocated one hour east cLocated one hour east aLocated one hour east tLocated one hour east eLocated one hour east dLocated one hour east  Located one hour east oLocated one hour east nLocated one hour east eLocated one hour east  Located one hour east hLocated one hour east oLocated one hour east uLocated one hour east rLocated one hour east  Located one hour east eLocated one hour east aLocated one hour east sLocated one hour east tLocated one hour east  Located one hour east   
ofof the Twin Cities of the Twin Citiestof the Twin Citieshof the Twin Citieseof the Twin Cities of the Twin CitiesTof the Twin Citieswof the Twin Citiesiof the Twin Citiesnof the Twin Cities of the Twin CitiesCof the Twin Citiesiof the Twin Citiestof the Twin Citiesiof the Twin Citieseof the Twin Citiessof the Twin Cities  

E4620 County Road C 
Menomonie, WI 54751 

715.664.8220 
www.woodlandridgeretreat.com 

Finding My Inner Artist
by Jeanette Lukowski

Whenever I travel, I try to feed as many of my passions as I can. In March 2020,
while attending a writing conference in San Antonio, Texas, I took a mini break to
visit a local quilt shop. In one of the corner rooms, I spotted a really cute bolt of
fabric by the designer Alexander Henry. 

Perhaps you recall my earlier mention of this same fabric designer, in the piece
titled “Finishing UFO Quilt Projects”?

Anyway, I’m drawn to Alexander Henry designs, and here were two more calling
me: one a vibrant red, black, and gold dragon, the other a bold, colorful, southwest
fiesta scene. Without a specific plan for either, I requested a length of each. 

Standing at the counter to pay for my pile of fabrics, my eyes traveled the walls
behind the register: “Is that a Row by Row design?” I asked the clerk. “Do you still
have the pattern?” 

Months later, the projects in which those two Alexander Henry fabrics would be
featured developed in my brain. Wall-hangings! The dragons for my son—paired with
some dragon panels in my stash, because he had read and enjoyed the Eragon
series of books when he was younger; the southwest fiesta for me—paired with
the Row by Row design from 2016 as a header.

As I sewed together the first of my two quilted wall-hangings, I reflected on a
Saturday morning show I would watch on public television a couple of years ago,
titled “Quilting Arts.” I remembered watching in awe of the guests featured week
after week; I was awed by both their skills and their creativity. More importantly,
though, I was awed by each artist’s confidence to work without a pattern
purchased from a store.

As I pondered what transforms sewing into “art”; I started to think about what
qualities a “fabric artist” has. After all, I currently have five quilt projects hanging on
the walls of my home (one made by my grandmother, another by my sister). 

Limiting “art” to only things one hangs on a wall eliminates the patchwork quilt
on the bed, the table runner gracing the dining room table, and the placemats I’ve
made and given as gifts.

That’s when it dawned on me: “Art” is defined by the user of said objects. When
I make “practical,” utilitarian bed coverings, washable picnic blankets, or even
tummy-time floor coverings for the parents of babies and toddlers, I am making very
specific selections of fabrics, designs, and back-fabrics with the recipient in mind. 

When I began quilting, I focused on practicality: I used leftover fabrics from
clothes I made as a teenager. As I learned more about quilting, I began to
purchase fabrics to complement those leftovers. Eventually, curiosity led me into
the first quilt store, and I purchased small quantities of fabric simply because they
caught my eye (like the two Alexander Henry prints above).

I’ve never thought of myself as an artist, but I did enjoy myself as I went free-
style with both of my wall-hangings.

Jeanette’s ‘Dragons’ and ‘Southwest’ Wall-hangings.

Life  in Skunk Holl� 
by Julie A. Druck 

Her Mending Pile 
 

     I came across my grandmother’s mending pile today. That 
may not seem very extraordinary, but it is - in light of the fact 
that that pile has been hidden in the same spot for 20 years.  
     I lost my grandmother the summer I turned 16. I was actually out of the country 
when she died suddenly. When I got off the plane, excited to share my travel tales 
with my family, there was no Mammaw. She had seen me off but wasn’t there to see 
me home. 
     I found her mending pile today when I was cleaning my grandfather’s back bedroom. 
Every now and then I’ll run across a place in their home where time has stood still 
for the 20+ years my grandmother’s been gone. A previous circumstance took place 
a few years ago when I was cleaning up my grandfather’s desk. As I sorted through 
layer after layer of paperwork, I eventually came to the bottom. On that layer I found 
a neat, orderly section that had my grandmother written all over it - personal notes 
and things she had left there.  
     Today, I fell through time again in that back bedroom. Mammaw’s sewing machine 
cabinet is in there, and I was standing on the little seat that goes with it to dust the 
walls. At one point, the top of the seat shifted, and I realized that the top of it lifts off. 
Underneath the lid was my grandmother’s mending pile just as she had left it years 
ago. A set of thin curtains she needed to repair and an aviation patch to sew on my 
grandfather’s jacket. But the one that did me in was the item on the very top of the 
pile - a blouse I remember her wearing. As I lovingly examined it, I saw where a button 
was missing - the reason it was on her mending pile. Tears came then, and I thanked 
God for the bittersweet memory He gave me of her today.  
     I gently put the things back. They may not live there much longer - my grandfather’s 
poor health will mean more changes. But I decided to let the mending pile stay – 
and possibly allow my mother or aunt to come upon this treasure some day soon 
and be blessed with a trip of their own through time.   
Julie Druck is from York, Pennsylvania, and writes from her farm in Skunk Hollow. She’d welcome your comments 

at thedrucks@netzero.com. 

I    My Local Quilt Shop!MMy Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!My Local Quilt Shop!
Support your local quilt shop day, January 23rd!
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FaFat Tuesdayst TuesdFat TuesdaysFat TuesdaysFat TuesdaysFat TuesdaysFat TuesdaysFat TuesdaysFat TuesdaysaFat TuesdaysysFat TuesdaysFat Tuesdays! Buy 4 Fat Quarters get one Free! 

HoHours:ursHours:Hours:Hours::Hours: Tue-Sat 
12pm-4pm 
or call for 

appointment 

108 E. Lyon Ave • Lake City, MN 55041  
651-345-2573

Gift  
Certificates 
available!

� 20% off one Item 
Expires 2/28/21

Your One Stop 
Quilt Shop

Gift Certificates Available 
Classes Offered

(651) 345-3958 
TF(800) 233-9549

106 South Lakeshore Drive 
Lake City, Minnesota 55041

www.ratherbeequilting.com

• 100% Cotton Fabrics 
• Quilting Tools & Notions 

• Books and Patterns

Open 
Monday - Saturday 

Closed Sunday

M�ing Again 
by Gayle Cranford 

 
I’m getting much too old for this,  

My body lets me know.  
The aches and pains I feel these days  

Remind me “it’s a go.”   
I never thought I’d move again.  

For sure, it is the last.  
That’s what I told myself before,  

I remember, from the past.   
Although this never was my plan,  

To sort and pack once more,  
I’ll realize that all is good  

Once stepping out my door.   
Deciding this was for the best,  

My daughter, Jen, and me,  
Sharing, helping, having fun,  
The way it’s s’posed to be.   
We’ll live together happily,  
We know each other well.  
I’ll never ever move again.  

Well....maybe! What the hell! 

A Bucketful of Thoughts
For a New Year Revisited

by Kerri Habben Bosman
Contemplating a new year, I find myself remembering an epiphany during a

visit to the dollar store. 
A unique setting, I know. However, I have learned to appreciate lessons

wherever they arrive.
The following exchange occurred over three years ago. I first wrote about it

over a year after my mother had been diagnosed with brain cancer and eight
months after she passed away. 

I offer you a revised version of that original article.
A warning. There are some gentle bathroom references. 

During Mom’s illness, she needed a bedside commode. Having grown up with a
grandfather and a great-aunt in a wheelchair I was prepared for this. 

The problem was that I didn’t have the original bucket for the commode. I
searched the garage until I found every option. One bucket fit, but it was too high.
Another didn’t fit at all, but an old metal one seemed to fit just right. The pivotal
word in that last sentence is “seemed.”

One day everything which could be in the bucket was indeed therein.
Whereupon the bucket fell through onto the carpet. I uttered a phrase that I
cannot write here. It was, however, a most accurate sentiment.

The next time Mom and I went out, I stopped at the dollar store. I bought every
bucket they had. Yes, one of them did fit the commode perfectly. Now to the
moral of the story.

At the checkout the clerk rather robotically rang up my purchases, and I asked,
“How are you today?”

He gazed at me with empty eyes and said quite wearily, “Just trying to get
through the day.”

I looked at him for a moment. My first thought was, “I have shoes older than
you.” My second was “well, at least you’re honest.” My third almost escaped on a
sigh: “Do you have any idea why I am buying all these buckets?”

Thankfully I paused until my fourth thought, which was: “You don’t know why
he is struggling any more than he knows why you need a bucket.”

I smiled as I handed him $4.00 and change.
“How about this,” I suggested. “I’ll think good thoughts for you, and you think

good thoughts for me. Who knows? It just might get better for both of us.”
He smiled back at me. His dull eyes lit up for a precious instant.

We live in a harshly reactive world. People are ever more connected by
technology, but we sometimes forget how to genuinely and kindly give. If I had
immediately responded to my friend at the dollar store, at best, I would have been
derisive and, at worst, self-absorbed and defensive. I am grateful I waited.

If we all lived on mountain tops, it would be easy to seek our best selves in our
solitude. But we don’t. We live in the thumb tacks and sometimes dirty details of
life. One of our strongest resources in traveling this sometimes tenuous journey is
helping one another. We are often each others’ greatest gift.

I shared with Mom about our exchange that day in 2017. She said, “Maybe one
day you’ll write about this.” So I did. When I first set
this story down, I could not have imagined the
quietly beautiful way my life would evolve. 

From that place of gratitude, I submit an
enduring hope as we begin new calendar. Whatever
the circumstances of each of our lives, 2020 was a
very different and in some ways quite a surreal year.
I hope that this coming year brings each of you
much goodness and joy. May we each become our
best selves and be each others’ greatest gifts.

Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer in Chapel Hill, NC. She is currently working on a book of essays and poetry.
She can be reached at 913jeeves@gmail com 

Country Register Recipe Exchange 

Taffy 
submitted by Shirley Ross of Alexandria, MN 

 
1 1/4 cup sugar 
1/4 cup water 
2 tbsp white vinegar 
 
Butter a 13”x9” pan. In a sauce pan combine sugar, water, vinegar and butter. 
Cook and stir until sugar is dissolved. Reduce heat, cook without stirring to 
260˚. Remove from heat. Add vanilla and food coloring, if desired. Pour into prepared 
pan. Cool for 15 minutes. Make taffy into a large ball. Divide. Use buttered 
fingers to pull and fold taffy. Do not twist. Pull until taffy has a satiny luster and 
begins to get stiff - about 6-8 minutes. Pull and roll taffy into a short rope one 
inch thick. Cut into bite-size pieces with buttered scissors. Makes about 70-
75 pieces. 

1 1/2 tsp butter 
1/2 tsp vanilla 
Few drops of food coloring 
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Visit our newly updated webiste! 
www.michelesquil�ngandsewing.com 

Order what you want from the comfort of your home!  

120 N. Main St. 
Blue Earth MN 56013 
Phone: 507­526­3295  Gi� 

Cer�ficates  available!

Hrs: 9am­5pm Mon­Fri 
9am­12pm Sat 

michelesewvac@bevcomm.net

No�ons ­ DMC Floss ­ Classes ­ Sewing machine repairs and services 
Quality Quilt Fabrics ­ Janome Sewing Machines Sales & Services

Antiques of The Midwest
Wide variety of genuine antiques 

by multiple dealers

Hours: Tues-Sat 9:30-4:30 
Sun & Mon by chance 

or appointment 
after hours call: 507-456-3699

57534  110th St. • Wells, MN 56097 • 507-553-6048

Recipe W�d Search 

Banana - Chocolate Chip Cookies 
by Gooseberry Patch Chocolate Recipes 

 
1/2 cup sugar 
1 egg, beaten 
1/3 cup shortening 
1/2 cup banana, mashed 
1 cup flour 
1/4 tsp salt 
 
Blend sugar, eggs and shortening together. Mix in banana. Add flour, salt, baking 
powder, baking soda and vanilla. Mix well. Fold in chocolate chips and nuts, if desired. 
Drop by tablespoonsful onto greased baking sheets. Bake at 375˚ for 12-15 minutes.
Let cool 2 minutes on sheets before removing to wire racks to cool completely.

1 tsp baking powder 
1/2 tsp baking soda 
1/2 tsp vanilla extract 
1 cup sem-sweet chocolate chips 
1/2 cup chopped nuts (optional)

Search for the underlined words in the recipe in the word search below!

TTime flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!Time flies—enjoy!

Random Acts
by Maranda K  Jones

BELL WORK
Ring in the New Year! We end each year with the Carol of the Bells, Jingle Bells,

and Silver Bells. Now we set our sights on a new start as we “ring out the old, ring
in the new,” just as Alfred Lord Tennyson suggested in his poem Ring out, wild bells.
This was written in memoriam of his friend who died suddenly. The sound of bells
ringing in Christmas Day inspired a renewed faith and helped him handle his grief.
His words written in the 1800s still resonate today.

We have been celebrating beginnings and endings with the ringing of bells for
centuries. My day is full of beginnings and endings, each time period marked with
the ringing of a bell as we change class periods at school. Each bell signals a fresh
start as we take a new approach to a familiar subject. Teachers use bell work to
engage students immediately upon entering their classrooms, helping class start off
smoothly. Bell work keeps us calm and focused. Making New Year’s resolutions in
January follows this lesson plan exactly.

Near my lesson plan book on my desk sits a bell that
I inherited from my husband’s grandmother. Its history
is a mystery, and its story intrigues me. I wonder where
it stood before it lost its support. When I received this
gift, this small heavy bell needed a frame to hold the
stand. We cut, sanded and painted a base to hold the
side arms and rail which allows the bell to swing from
its wheel. The clapper has a small primitive rope tied
with a simple knot, and its sound is a deep, solid toll. 

This past year may have taken its toll on your well-
being, and it is time to replace that noise with peace.
“Ring in the love of truth and right,Ring in the common love of good.”

In Memoriam, [Ring out, wild bells]
Alfred Lord Tennyson - 1809-1892

© 2020 Maranda K  Jones

Maranda Jones’ new book Random Acts
is now available at amazon.com 
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Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light:
The year is dying in the night;

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;

Ring out the false, ring in the true.

Ring out the grief that saps the mind
For those that here we see no more;
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,

Ring in redress to all mankind.

Ring out a slowly dying cause,
And ancient forms of party strife;
Ring in the nobler modes of life,

With sweeter manners, purer laws.

Ring out the want, the care, the sin,
The faithless coldness of the times;
Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes

But ring the fuller minstrel in.

Ring out false pride in place and blood,
The civic slander and the spite;
Ring in the love of truth and right,

Ring in the common love of good.

Ring out old shapes of foul disease;
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;
Ring out the thousand wars of old,

Ring in the thousand years of peace.

Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,

Ring in the Christ that is to be.
This poem is in the public domain.
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Reu� • Repurp�e • Recycle 
by Kim Keller 

Horseshoe Valentine’s Day Sign  
     I’ve got lots of decorations for lots of holidays! However, my Valentine’s Day decorations 
is definitely lacking! This void makes a perfect opportunity to create something out of 
junk! Here’s a list of what I used: 

     • piece of scrap wood 
     • paint 
     • paint brush 
     • sand paper 
     • antique square nails 
     • rusty old horseshoe 
     • scissors     
     • Mod Podge glue 
     • foam brush 
     • cardboard 
     • scrap material 
     • super glue 
 

     1. Paint your scrap wood with whatever 
paint you’d like. I chose a teal milk paint! 
     2. Once dry I distressed the edges with 
some sandpaper. 
     3. Next I free hand drew a heart on 
cardboard to make a stencil. 
     4. Cut out the heart after using the 
cardboard stencil to draw on the material. 
     5. I decided to use the cardboard to 
help the heart “pop” out from the wood! 
Use the foam brush to spread Mod Podge 
on the cardboard heart cutout. Then smooth 
out the fabric heart over the cardboard 
heart making it stick. 
     6. Now 
it’s time to 
assemble on 
the board! 
Use super 
glue to glue 

the nails head to end to make the letter “I”. 
     7. Super glue the heart and horseshoe next! 

     8. I added 
a small little 
heart from 
the same 
fabric to the 
horse shoe 
for fun. 
     9. The final step is to secure some hard-
ware to hang the sign if you choose to! 

Over  the Teacup 
by Janet Young 

As the Seasons Change 
 

     As the seasons change, so do the seasons 
of our life change. As we approach a new-
year, we celebrate the dawning of a new 
beginning. Perhaps this will be the year you 
will become a first-time parent or grandparent. 
What a joy that brings leading up to the 
anticipatory arrival of that precious bundle of 
joy. For some it may be your dream job, the one you worked so hard to obtain, has 
now been offered to you. And for others, this may be the year you walk down the 
aisle and say, “I do.” These are all moments to celebrate and rejoice in. 
     But sometimes our lives change in other ways. With the Covid-19 virus, Americans 
have been challenged as never before to adapt to a new way of living. Through this 
pandemic, you may have lost your job, your home, or even the loss of a loved one. 
     These are the seasons of life that test our strength, our faith. But as we celebrate 
the joyful moments in life, there can be a rejuvenating hope in our tragedies. 
     For example, you lost your job. You may be tested for awhile as you await your 
next job. But when that job comes, it might be a better job than you could have ever 
imagined. And perhaps would have never taken that career path had it not been that 
you lost your previous job. Your new job could pay more money, afford you more 
time at home to spend with your family, and perhaps even be less stressful than your 
last job. Look for the good in what life offers you. 
     In the loss of a loved one, celebrate the memories and love that you were able to 
create together. Life does go on no matter our circumstances. So, we must reach 
out and strive to move forward each and every day. It may not be easy, but if we 
persevere, knowing our life will never be as we knew it before, if we put our hope 
and trust in God, we can’t go wrong.  
     The new season of life has begun. It will allow you opportunities to grow and 
move ahead if you allow it. Or it will stagnate your growth, allowing bitterness and 
perhaps even anger to move in. The choice is yours. How will you choose to deal 
with this new season of life that has confronted all of us?  

Janet Young, Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant, is a founding member of Mid-Atlantic Tea Business 
Association and freelance writer/national tea presenter. Visit her website at www.overtheteacup.com. 

Check Facebook for 
more info and updates!

Store Hours: Wed�Thur�Fri 10am-4pm 
Mon�Tues�Sat by appointment 

(Call 763-843-5401 to schedule your appointment) 
 

119 South Main St � Kiester, MN 56051� 507-294-3700 � 507-993-1777 

Call for info on the 2021 
Block of the Month! HappyNew Year!
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2 S. Minnesota St. • New Ulm, MN 
507-354-6721 • thimblebox@newulmtel.net 

The  
Thimble  

Box
Mon-Fri:10am-5pm 

Sat:10am-4pm

Visit us at  
2 S. Minnesota, New Ulm  

 New Fabrics • Patterns 
 Books • Select Wide Back Fabrics  

Our Original Patterns

� �
Mended Hearts Quilting

&Boutique
3212 330th St • Ellsworth, IA 50075 • 515-836-4280

Hours: 
M-F 10-6 
Sat 10-2

1mile East of I-35, Exit 133

Iowa’s only Quiltworx Certified Shop!

Mended Hearts Quilting and Boutique has 
been named as one of Quilt Sampler 

Magazine’s Top 10 Shops in North America! 
You can see them in the Fall 2020 issue 

now! Purchase your copy on 
Mended Hearts’s website today! 

Check our website! Order right from your computer! www.mendedheartsquilting.com

A Tour of Minnesota’s State Parks  
Garden Island State Recreation Area  

     Remote and virtually undeveloped, 
Garden Island State Recreation Area is 
the northernmost unit of the Minnesota 
State Park system. Lake of the Woods is 
an astonishing 950,400 acres in size, 
with over 14,000 islands and 65,000 
miles of shoreline. Garden Island is one 
of these islands! Part of its attraction of 
this state recreation area is the challenge 
of getting there! Nineteen miles from the 
south shore of Lake of the Woods, you 
cannot see the island on the horizon when you start out!  Once you arrive, beaches, 
marshland, woods and many birds (pelicans, cormorants, gulls and terns, bald eagles), 
deer, bear, beaver, mink, otter, fox and wolves will be there to greet you. Garden Island 
is a low, sandy island with beautiful beaches along the eastern tip, where the docks 
are located. Much of the island is densely wooded, with some marshy areas. Fishing 
boats dock to enjoy the picnic tables for 
a nice lunch. 
     Winter offers opportunities too! 
Snowmobiling across Lake of the Woods 
it’s self is an adventure! Garden Island 
lies along the Ballard snowmobile trail, 
about 35 miles from Baudette. This 
snowmobile trail continues up to Oak 
Island and the Angle Inlet. A shelter is 
present on Garden Island near this trail 
as a place to take a break and escape 
the winter wind. A snowmobile trail from Warroad to the Angle Inlet also runs past 
the island's western tip. 
     Humans have inhabited the Lake of the Woods region for at least 8,000 years, 
thriving on its rich fishing, hunting, and wild rice. The lakes and rivers have long 
been part of trading networks that stretched from the Great Plains to the Atlantic by 
way of the Great Lakes. 
     European explorers and fur traders entered the area in the late 1600s. Commercial 
fishing began on Lake of the Woods in the 1880s. Garden Island supported several 
fishing operations beginning around 
1915. Whitefish and sturgeon were the 
first species harvested but, as their numbers 
declined, commercial fisheries switched 
to walleye, sauger, and northern pike.  
     Today Garden Island is primarily a 
destination for sport fishing. It’s a great 
place to take a lunch break, watch the 
birds and walk along the sandy beach. 
 

Information from www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks. Visit the website for more information, pictures, hours and fees.

Celebrating 8 Great Years!CCelebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!Celebrating 8 Great Years!

1417 South State Street · New Ulm, MN · 507-354-8801 
www.SewingSeedsQuiltCo.com • sewingseeds@newulmtel.net

We proudly offer 5,800 square feet of creativity, hundreds of 
beautiful samples and a large selection of wool, fabric and kits! 

Special needs access is available 
at our rear entrance.

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-5 · Sat 10-4

� Unable to visit in person? Shop on-line for your convenience! �

JoJJoin Us January 25th-30thin Join Us January 25th-30thJoin Us January 25th-30thJoin Us January 25th-30thUJoin Us January 25th-30ths Join Us January 25th-30thJoin Us January 25th-30thJJoin Us January 25th-30thanJoin Us January 25th-30thJoin Us January 25th-30thuJoin Us January 25th-30tharJoin Us January 25th-30thJoin Us January 25th-30thyJoin Us January 25th-30th Join Us January 25th-30th25Join Us January 25th-30thJoin Us January 25th-30thtJoin Us January 25th-30thh-30Join Us January 25th-30thJoin Us January 25th-30thJoin Us January 25th-30thJoin Us January 25th-30thtJoin Us January 25th-30thhJoin Us January 25th-30th 

Featuring Discounts, Door Prizes, Registration Round-Up, 
a Red, White & Blue Quilt Challenge Invitation and More! 

Looking for a quick yet fun activity to do 
with the kids or grandchildren? Cut a 
heart out of cardboard. Cut little slits 
around the edge of the heart. Grab some 
red or pink yarn and work your way 

around the heart creating a beautiful string heart! Make 
sure to leave a long string of yarn to hand the hear with!
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Reckle� Aband0n 
by Aminta Geisler 

rethinking my new year’s resolution… 
 
     It’s New Year’s Eve and 
that means it is resolution 
time. 
     No matter how you feel 
about making them, ‘tis the 
season. 
     Exercise more, rest more, 
eat better, read more…those 
are just some of the different 
resolutions that I have made 
over the years. 
     Some I have kept, and 

some I have utterly failed…like eating healthier. I love me some carbs. And chocolate. 
And coffee.  
     Sorry, not sorry.  
     As I contemplate what I want to resolve to do this year, a thought keeps coming 
to me and it’s this: all of my resolutions have been all about me. 
     Maybe they are supposed to be. 
     But I don’t want my life to be all about me. 
     As John the Baptist said about Jesus, “He must become greater and greater and I 
must become less and less.” 
     Amen. 
     To that end, this year I am rethinking my New Year’s resolution. 
     Instead of resolving to do better myself, I’m going to shift my focus and concentrate 
my energy on glorifying God better. 
     I want to run after Jesus just a little more radically than I did last year. 
     I want to think less about myself, and more about loving God and loving others. 
     I want to make HIS GLORY my sole aim. 
     I want to be wholly devoted, sold-out, and passionately pursuing God. 
     One little thing at a time. 
     By making small, incremental changes. 
     5 minutes here and $15 there. 
     A series of practical acts to show my devotion to my Heavenly Father. 
     Daily choices to die to self, to surrender to God’s will, and to love others with vigor. 
     Every day. 
     In practical ways…because that is how my brain works. My name literally means 
“likes to make spiritual things practical” and I do. 
     So here’s to a 2021 that is devoted to becoming practically radical. 
     I think Jesus would approve. 
     I just finished studying his Sermon on the Mount in the book Matthew and I believe 
that this kind of devotion is the overarching theme of his message. That we would 
stop thinking about ourselves, and start to become people who live to hallow the 
name of God – to bring him glory above anything else. That we would not worry 
about ourselves, our needs, or our accolades. But that we would be people who live 
rooted in trust of the provision of the father and out of that security, love and serve 
others with a passion that is radical. 
     I came up with a list of the main points in his sermon, and for each of the points, 
a practical step that I can take each day to pursue the kind of righteousness and devotion 
that Jesus taught us to have. They are small steps, but they lead to a big shift in focus 
toward becoming practically radical. 

     1. Theme: Be people who are aware of our desperate need for him and who pursue 
his righteousness in our lives. We should diligently seek his mercy, purity and peace 
in all of our actions. Practical step: There is nothing that purifies us and helps us realize 
our desperate for God than the Word, and nothing that will give us the wisdom and 
strength that we need to do life like the Word. Spend 5-10 more minutes a day 
reading the Bible than you currently do. That adds up to almost 55 hours in the coming 
year and will make a significant difference in the desires of your heart. 
     2. Theme: Be marked by radical love for others. Don’t be angry, don’t lust, don’t 
break vows, turn the other cheek and love your enemy are just some of the examples 
that Jesus gave. Practical step (pick from these options): choose to forgive someone 
who doesn’t deserve it, pray for your enemies once a week, do something nice for 

someone who is not nice to you: bring them cookies, or deliver a meal when they go 
through a difficult time. 
     3. Theme: Be motivated by God’s approval alone and not by man’s approval. 
When you do good deeds, or give or even fast, do it in secret and not for show. Practical 
step: Do a 1-7 day fast sometime this year and don’t advertise it. Seek God and his 
will during that time, not the recognition of man for your sacrifice. If you already do a 
fast, increase it by one day, or do another fast a different time of the year. 
     4. Theme: Hallow God’s name above all else in your life. Become someone who 
seeks him and his will above anything else on earth. All of your actions, all of your 
provisions, all of your blessings are given to bring glory to God’s name. Practical 
step: Each morning, pray and surrender your life and your day to God’s will. Ask his 
Spirit to come and give you the knowledge and strength you need to carry it out. 
     5. Theme: Invest in eternity. We are called to store up treasures in heaven, and 
not on earth. This means that instead of striving to build up earthly wealth for our-
selves, we give what we have to others in order to help them see God. It’s shifting 
the mindset from “my money” to “God’s money.”  Practical Step: Increase your tithe 
by a small percent. If you don’t currently tithe, take the plunge and give 10%. If you 
already give 10%, increase it to 12, 15 or even 20%. We have done this and I have 
never regretted it. (Side note: if I ever feel sad that I can’t buy something, I say to my-
self: “my treasures are in heaven.” It sounds silly, I know, but it works. It resets the desire 
of my heart). 
     6. Theme: Don’t worry about anything, instead trust that God is in control. Worry 
is a faith issue…it’s a sign that we don’t trust God and his plan. Practical step: During 
your morning quiet time, affirm your trust in God’s goodness in prayer. Or, decide 
that whenever you feel worried, you will pray and hand the issue over to God, affirming 
your faith that he will handle it for you. 
     7. Theme: Don’t judge others. Be more worried about your own sin then you are 
their sin. It is not for us to play judge, that role is God’s alone. Practical step: Make 
sure your own life is in alignment with truth. If there is a bad habit, or a sin in your 
life, ask God for the strength to stop doing it. Admit your weakness to him, and ask 
for his Spirit to help you overcome its power in your life. Take the plank out of your 
own eye, as the Word says. 
     8. Theme: Produce good fruit. Out of the abundance of love and grace and forgiveness 
that you have been given, pours it out on others. Don’t be concerned with taking 
care of yourself, rather trust the Father to take care of you and then love and serve 
those around you. Practical step: Serve others. Pack meals at Feed My Starving Children, 
make and serve a meal at a homeless shelter, give money to your local school for students 
who can’t pay their lunch account balance, or serve at your local food shelf. 
     There you have it! My practical steps for becoming a more radical follower of 
Jesus by thinking less about myself and more about God and others. 
     Practically radical. 
     I invite you to join me in chasing him in reckless abandon this year…let’s be practically 
radical together.  

 
Aminta Geisler is married to her best friend, Ben, and is a stay-at-home-mom of two teens and two toddlers. A self-proclaimed 
Jesus freak, she loves making old furniture new, studying God’s word, and all things pizza. You can read more about her journey 
of reckless abandon for Jesus on her blog @amintageisler.com, in her monthly newsletter, or by following on  instagram @amintageisler

COUNTRY REGISTER RECIPE EXCHANGE

Down East Blueberry Buckle
Submitted by Irene Thompson, La Junta, CO

2 cups all-purpose flour 3/4 cup sugar
2 1/2 teaspoons baking powder 1/4 teaspoon salt
1 large egg, room temperature 3/4 cup 2% milk
1/4 cup butter, melted 2 cups blueberries, fresh or frozen

Topping:
1/2 cup sugar 1/3 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 1/4 cup butter, softened

Preheat oven to 375°. In a large bowl, whisk flour, sugar, baking powder and 
salt. In another bowl, whisk egg, milk and melted butter until blended. Add to 
flour mixture, stir just until moistened. Fold in blueberries. Transfer to a 
greased 9” square baking pan. For topping, in a small bowl, mix sugar, flour 
and cinnamon. Using a fork, stir in softened butter until mixture is crumbly. 
Sprinkle over the batter. Bake until toothpick inserted in center comes out 
clean. Do not overbake.
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Prairie Pride Quilts 
The Longarm Quilters 

18�Benzel�Ave�NW���Madelia,�MN�56062���(507)405-5500�
HOURS;�Tues-Sat�11am-4pm�or�by�appointment

•�Wide�variety�of�brights,�batiks,�grunge,�solids,�blenders!�
•�Featuring�ready�made�quilts�for�sale!�Take�it�with�you�TODAY!�
•�Large�variety�of�patterns,�books,�rulers,�templates�and�more!�

We�are�not�open�for�regular�hours�at�this�
time�and�are�temporiarily�taking�
customers�by�appointment�only.��

Call�507-381-6801�to�schedule�your�
Exclusive�Personal�Shopping�Experience!

Find�us�on�Facebook�for�the�most�up�to�date�information�:�Facebook/prairiepridequilts�
�

Crafty Corner Quilt  
& Sewing Shoppe

1820 Oxford St.   
Worthington, MN  56187   

craftycorner@iw.net 

Start the New Year with a new Sewing Machine! 
Buy a new 570 Bernina and receive a free module valued at $1599! 

Buy a new 770 Bernina and receive a free module valued at $2499! 
Buy a new 880 Bernina and receive a free sewing cabinet valued at $5700! 

While supplies last! 

Call Crafty Corner 1-800-SEW MORE or 507-329-0158 
www.craftycornerquiltandsewingshoppe.com

Sue’s Quilt Shop Inc. 
112 E. Main Street • New Prague, MN 56071 

952-758-3210 • suesquiltshopnp@gmail.com 

Hours: 
Tues - Sat · 9am-5pm

Located in the historic First National Bank building 
in the center of downtown!

FABRIC • PATTERNS • KITS • MUCH MORE 

Check out our Facebook page to stay “in the know” 
about everything exciting at the shop! 
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Sew TSSew Trendy MNSew Trendy MNSew Trendy MNSew Trendy MNrendy MSew Trendy MNSew Trendy MNSew Trendy MNSew Trendy MNSew Trendy MNSew Trendy MNSew Trendy MNNSew Trendy MN
LIVE Fabric shows on Facebook

1964 Rahncliff Court Suite 600 •Eagan, MN 
651-387-1815 • www.sewtrendymn.com

Follow us on Instagram!
Open for Curbside Pickup!

Shop from the comfort of your home! 
Every show is new and different!

Join us on Facebook “Sew Trendy MN” for LIVE shows! 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 7:00pm 

Trendy Fabrics, Kits & Bundles, Patterns, Notions, Demos & More 
Great Giveaways during the show • Enjoy shopping from home! 

Fabrics by FreeSpirit, Andover, Art Gallery,  Robert Kaufman, 
Shannon Fabrics, Windham, Majestic Batiks, 

Dear Stella, Birch and MORE! 

Visit the website! 
SewTrendyMN.com

Make sure to see the Minky Room! 
The BIGGEST collection of Minky fabric around!

��

Free 

Shipping on 

orders $100 

or more

B	k Re
ew 
A Little Sweet Tea 
by Christina Bynum Breaux  

     Little fingers love to play with tea 
cups, fancy clothes, and shiny jewelry 
and they’ll also love this delightful board 
book filled with charming photos by 
Christina Bynum. Each easy turn of the 
page will serve up sweet smiles to kids 
ages 0-5 as they see images of children 
playing dress up and having tea. Fun-to-repeat rhymes invite young ones to 
the pleasures of friendship, sharing, laughter, and more.

You Could Win!  
You can register to win a copy of A Little Sweet Tea!  

Clip and mail in this form! If you prefer not to cut up your paper, write the form below on 
a note card and mail to: The Country Register; 2920 - 144th Ave NE; Ham Lake, MN 55304. 

You will be notified and receive your prize by mail! Good Luck! 
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Cowgirl Poet, Quilter, Entertainer
Yvonne

Hollenbeck
COTTON ANGELS

“Cotton Angels" is dedicated to all the gals
that were making masks for the cause.

For all you nonbelievers (that includes some husbands too)
who have questioned why we quilters buy up fabric, like we do.

You’ve accused us all of hoarding, and spending too much dough;
and questioned why we’ve filled our shelves with yards of calico.

Well, I am here to tell you, to question this was wrong,
why we’ve collected cotton has had its purpose all along.
Oh, you might call us crazy or maybe, just plain strange;

but now we’re known as “Angels”, so your attitude should change.
The year is 2020, and we’ve faced a bad Pandemic;
and everyone is working hard to halt this epidemic.
But while each able body is attending to the task,

the Cotton Angels hunkered down to sew those needed masks.
Many calls have come for them…we’re answering each call;

and though it’s far from over, we’ll continue making all
that is requested, though our secret is revealed;

we will sew up all that fabric stash until the country’s healed.
We can’t have too much fabric; on that we have conceded,

‘cause you never know in times like this that it will all be needed!
© Yvonne Hollenbeck; April 9, 2020

Yvonne Hollenbeck, from Clearfield, SD,  performs her original poetry throughout the United States, captivating
audiences in her wake.  She is one of the most published cowgirl poets in the West and is not only a popular
banquet and civic entertainer, but also co-writes songs with many western entertainers. Yvonne also pens a

weekly column in the “Farmer-Rancher Exchange” and writes articles about life in rural America in various
publications throughout the West. For more information, visit https://www.yvonnehollenbeck.com

In �e Beginning: A Rocking Chair 

by Dave Emigh  
     In the beginning, there was an Oak Rocking Chair. 
The beginning of what?  Well, the beginning of my interest 
in antiques, of course. 
     Scroll back to the spring of 1973. I graduated from 
Washington State University and became a public-school 
woodworking instructor in the Yakima Valley. That fall I 
returned to Pullman for a visit. One of my stops was at 
my friend Ken’s house.  
     Ken, a young WSU professor, was sitting in a late 
1800’s oak rocking chair. He was gently rocking (and 
squeaking) back and forth. Ken told me that he had 
recently returned from Wisconsin with that old family 
rocking chair.  
     Days went by and I couldn’t shake the image of Ken peacefully rocking in that graceful 
70-year-old golden oak rocking chair. Somehow that image was stuck in my mind. 
     Several weeks later, while visiting my parents in Walla Walla, I mentioned Ken’s 
rocking chair. My mother thought that I might be able to find an old rocking chair at 
Richwine’s Furniture Store in Milton-Freewater. She was right! 
     If my memory is correct, Richwine’s sold mostly new and some used furniture. A 
salesperson took us in a backroom and there were several antique oak rocking chairs 
hanging on the wall. 
     Somehow, I ended up buying two rocking chairs. I’m still not quite sure why I 
thought that I needed two. But sometimes things happen for a reason and this was 
one of those times, as you will read later. 
     I took one of the rocking chairs to the school where I was teaching. I put it on a 
shop bench and worked on it a bit each day. That rocking chair, in the back of the 
classroom, initiated a chain of events… I didn’t know it at the time, but I had just kicked 
a rock down a hill and nearly fifty years later that rock has still has not hit the bottom. 
     Little did I know that those two rocking chairs were my first step on the road to 
my antique furniture restoration compulsion. The second step was when a student 
asked me if he could work on a family rocking chair as well.  
     I agreed and he brought in ‘most of’ an oak rocking chair that he had found in his 
grandmother’s woodshed. It was what is called a pressed-back rocking chair. That is, 
it had a decorative design pressed into its back. 
     It soon became apparent that the restoration was beyond the student’s ability. 
However, that pressed-back rocking chair was in the shop long enough to attract the 
attention of a second student. 
     That student approached me and said that his grandfather had come across some 
chairs (that had pressed backs) just like that rocking chair, in an old house… was I  
interested in them?   
     I think that I got five incomplete chairs—that is, most of them were missing a 
rung or spindle or had other broken parts. It was apparent that I could put together 
three complete chairs and that is what I did. By this time, I was well down the antique 
furniture restoration road.  
     My university woodworking training gave me the basic skills and techniques necessary 
to repair and restore antiques. But antiques restoration is unlike any other woodworking 
endeavor. Almost immediately I discovered that I needed a whole new tool bag of 
skills to successfully restore antiques. I continue to add to those skills to this day… 
     Nearly fifty years later, we still have that original oak rocking chair. My wife, Jill, 
says that it is a ‘miracle chair.’ Over the years, she has found that sitting in it for a 
while reduced her back pain from carrying kids around, gardening and/or life in general. 
Out of all of the rocking chairs in the world, something about this chair fits her and 
supports her back. 
     You might not be concerned with what ever happened to the second rocking 
chair. But it is actually a good story, all by itself.  
     Beloved Whitman College Professor, Dr. George Ball, officiated at our wedding in 
Boise, Idaho. He would not accept any financial compensation for his time or services. 
So, Jill and I restored the second rocker and presented it to him.  
     It resided in his home for over twenty years and generations of Whitman students 
enjoyed it when they visited him. We have been told that he loved to tell them the 
story about how he acquired that rocking chair. 
     So, what began as my admiration of Ken’s rocking chair sparked my love for antique 
furniture. That love became my passion for the restoration and preservation of antique 
furniture. It is difficult, if not impossible, to describe the pride I feel in giving a piece 
of furniture a second lifetime of use.   

Dave Emigh and his wife Jill are the owners of Shady Lawn Antiques in Walla Walla, WA, perfectly located in the 
1870’s wood frame creamery buildings that Dave’s great-grandfather purchased in 1897. Dave, a professionally 
trained woodworker, and his son Nick specialize in the restoration of oak furniture. Shady Lawn, in its 26th year, 
has become a regional destination for oak furniture but is also known for a well-curated display of country, rustic, 

and rare and unique “small” antiques. Glimpses of the ever-changing Shady Lawn inventory can be seen on 
Facebook and at www.shadylawnantiques.com.   

Country Register Recipe Exchange 

Cheesecake on a Stick 
submitted by Shirley Ross of Alexandria, MN 

 
1 (8 inch) cheesecake 
1 (12oz) pkg milk chocolate chips 
2 tbsp vegetable shortening 
 
Line the baking sheet with waxed paper. Cut the cheesecake into 8 wedges. With 
the tip of a knife, make a 1/4 inch slit in the center of the crust of each wedge. 
Insert popsicle stick through slit, halfway into each slice. Place on baking sheet 
and freeze overnight. The next day, melt together chocolate chips and shortening 
over low heat. Spoon over cheesecake wedges, coating completely. Before chocolate 
hardens, sprinkle 1 tbsp of nuts or brickle chips on top of each. Return to baking 
sheet and freeze.

1/2 cup chopped nuts or brickle chips 
8 popsicle sticks 
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Mon - Sat: 
10am - 4pm 

Sun: 
Closed

Bec�e Inspired 
by Annice Bradley Rockwell 

Precious Moments of 
Peace 

 
     When the month of January arrives 
it often brings with it the gift of solitude. 
Rather than a time to dread, winter can 
be a time where we can look forward 
to precious moments of peace. And 
genuine inspiration typically comes 
from this quiet place of contemplation and planning. For it can be in the coldest 
months of the year, as the wind-driven snow covers our landscape and threatens to 
linger, that we turn inward and truly appreciate our snug, warm homes. Finally we 
have a quiet and treasured time to dream. 
     Cozy evenings spent enjoying a homemade porringer of beef stew by a crackling 
fire as our antique wall clock ticks reliably in the background can be one of the most 
relaxing moments of a country homeowner’s year. Pressures naturally slip away as 
we begin to truly sense the value of slowing down. 
     Being refreshed by nature’s cyclical gift of time affords us the luxury of planning 
for the season ahead. We have time to reflect on our deepest wishes and without 
even knowing it, we come to the realization that this slower pace is indeed the most 
meaningful pace of all. 

Nature’s Symbolic Connection  
     In the months of winter as we gaze upon our gardens softly sleeping under the 
snow, we know there is in fact a secret faith under those imposing white drifts. And 
there is a sacred hope echoing across our country yards as we hear our winter birds 
happily chirping. In winter we have more time to observe and feel nature’s symbolic 
connection to us and its restorative effect carries us beautifully into spring—the 
long-awaited season of change. 
     This winter take time to enjoy the balance that true solitude can provide. Trust in 
the wonder of nature as she secretly keeps her promise to restore and renew.  

Annice Bradley Rockwell is an educator and owner of Pomfret Antiques. She is currently working on her book, 
New England Girl. NewEnglandGirl2012@hotmail.com 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future. - Jeremiah 29:11 

Happy New Year from your Country Register!
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Just Sew Studio
320­654­1580 · www.justsewst�diomn.com51 ­ 3rd St. NE · Waite Park 

Mon & Thurs: 10am­5:30pm • Tue­Wed­Fri: 9am­5:30pm • Sat: 9am­4pm

Authorized PFAFFAAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFFAuthorized PFAFF 
 Sewing Machine Dealer  Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer Sewing Machine Dealer

Grace Longar�GGrace Longar�Grace Longar�Grace Longar�Grace Longar�Grace Longar�Grace Longar�Grace Longar�Grace Longar�Grace Longar�Grace Longar�Grace Longar�Grace Longar� 
SystemsSSystemsSystemsSystemsSystemsSystemsSystems

Finish the Bolt SaleFFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt SaleFinish the Bolt Sale 
25% OFF225% OFF25% OFF25% OFF25% OFF25% OFF25% OFF 
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You Could Win!
By the Yard Comics for Quilters 

12 Month Wall Calendar 2021

     From the popular webcomic By the Yard®, you’ll be in stitches all year long 
with the antics of fabric-loving Quilt Girl and her ever-patient Train Guy! 
     Created by quilty cartoonist Jen Lopez. 
     Don’t wait until New Year’s! Includes Bonus 2020 page...use your calendar 
right away!

You Could Win!  
You can register to win By the Yard Comics calendar!  

Clip and mail in this form! If you prefer not to cut up your paper, write the form below on 
a note card and mail to: The Country Register; 2920 144th Ave. NE; Ham Lake, 55304. 

You will be notified and receive your prize by mail! Good Luck! 
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Chicken Noodle Soup in a Mug
• 1 cup chicken broth 
• 1/2 cup shredded rotisserie or roasted 
   chicken (skin removed) 
• 1/4 cup very thinly sliced carrots 
   (about 1/2 carrot) 
• 1/4 cup cooked small egg noodles 
• 1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon thinly 
   sliced trimmed scallions (light green 
   and dark green parts) 
• 1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice 
• 1/8 teaspoon kosher salt 
• black pepper 
• 1 tablespoon finely chopped fresh parsley  
1. Mix the broth, chicken, carrots, noodles, scallions, juice, salt, and pepper, in a 
    large mug. (If you do not have cooked noodles on hand, you can cook them in 
    the microwave by placing noodles in a mug with 2/3 cup of hot salted water 
    and heating for 3 minutes). 
2. Cover the soup. 
3. Microwave for about 7 minutes or until carrots are tender. 
4. Stir in the parsley. 

Recipe by Popsugar.com  

photo by averie cooks
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 Lost and Found 

 Religious Books & Gifts • Antiques •  Home Decor   
New Scarves and Shawls •  Accessories  

Kitchen Items • Jewelry • Silk Florals • Clothing

Hwy. 22 Downtown • Eden Valley, MN  
320-453-5678 

Hours: Monday - Saturday  9:30-5:30

Minnesota’s Best Kept Secret!!

GONE TGGONE TO PIECES GONE TO PIECES GONE TO PIECES GONE TO PIECES GONE TO PIECES OGONE TO PIECES  PIECES GONE TO PIECES GONE TO PIECES GONE TO PIECES GONE TO PIECES GONE TO PIECES GONE TO PIECES GONE TO PIECES GONE TO PIECES  
QUILQQUILT SHOPQUILT SHOPQUILT SHOPT SHOPQUILT SHOPQUILT SHOPQUILT SHOPQUILT SHOPQUILT SHOPQUILT SHOP

www.gonetopiecesquiltshop.com • gonetopieces@meltel.net

70 South Main 
Kimball, MN 55353 

320-398-5300 

Support Local Quilt Shop Day 
Big Tent Event 

Saturday, January 23, 2021 
DeAnn Country Village - Litchfield • Gone To Pieces  - Kimball 

Quilt Haven on Main - Hutchinson 
Super Bowl Sunday Sale 

February 7, 2021 
Pick your own discount from the Football Board 12pm - 4pm

Shared Love & Friendship
by Lesley R Nuttall

We all need the love of family and friends to help us on our daily journey. Nothing
in this life can be greater than having unconditional love from family, or just knowing
that you have loving friends you can trust and rely on. Love is patient, beautiful
and kind; as with friendship, love must be shared equally to keep it alive.

I wrote the following poems to help get through the past months and what has
been a long and challenging year. We can all help each other even though we can’t
be together physically. We can take time to make a phone call, text a message, send
an email, or perhaps even send an actual letter or card in the mail just to let someone
know they’re in our thoughts. A small gesture can truly brighten their day!

SHARING THE LOVE
Our life is full of moments, we and our Angels share. 

An Angel’s love is genuine and shows how much they care.
They guide us on our journey, to help us be our best.

To share our love with others, from the East and to the West.
We share our love with others, in so many different ways.

It could be just a phone call on a dark and rainy day.
A mother puts a happy note in her child’s lunch for school.

A wife slips a love note in hubby’s pocket, to show that love still rules.
To love and be loved, is one of life’s greatest desires.

It warms one’s heart to share love, with someone we admire.
Spread your wings and soar up high, to be your very best.

Sharing your love with someone, will leave you feeling blessed!

FRIENDSHIP POWER
True friendship needs to be valued and nourished.
Genuine love and caring has to be encouraged.
Connecting with friends in some special way.
Keeping in touch with our desires each day. 

We admire our friends with their special traits
Appreciating in awe, and wondering their fate.

A connection with someone happens for a reason.
Friendship attraction blooms in any season.

A true loving friend understands and cares.
Be on the lookout for someone so rare.

When you find that someone that you admire,
Guard and cherish them no matter what transpires. 

So, let’s all lift someone’s spirits today and everyday. The month of LOVE called
“February” is a great time to reach out. Everyone likes to be remembered, and when
could be a better time to share your love and friendship than right now? 

May you all be blessed for caring and sharing! 
© Lesley Nuttall is the Author of Secrets of Party Planning, and she loves 

to write poetry. She lives with her husband in Dryden, ON, Canada 

W
  and Wi�� 
by Judyann Grant 

It’s a Love Thing  
     Over the years, when it comes to shopping, my husband 
always does his best to oblige my whims. Without complaint, he 

takes me to whatever store or boutique is on my “hit list.” He has 
logged countless hours waiting while I tried to decide whether I 
wanted the sheer curtains or the muslin...or a rag rug or one with a 
non-skid backing...or should I go with the silver purse with a short 

handle or the versatile black purse with interchangeable straps? And 
what about this sweater…does it flatter the ‘fig’? Would this pink scarf go with the 
jacket I bought last month?  
     Countless times we’ve gone to gift and craft stores; we’ve sniffed umpteen candle 
scents searching for the perfect one. Don even took me to Kohls two weeks before 
Christmas and stood in a check-out line that snaked around the store while I clung to my 
prize – a clearance-rack brown suede pillow. And why does he do it? It’s a love thing. 
     Well, the tables have turned. Now, it is I who wanders up and down aisles, following 
my husband while he looks for the perfect “fill-in-the-blank.” What caused this major 
shift in the tectonic plates of our shopping lithosphere? Two words: Harbor Freight.  
     We had driven by the small store numerous times but never stopped in – until 
last December – when Don needed a few tools. He invited me to go in with him 
and I thought, why not? It was better than sitting in a cold car.  
     Talk about culture shock – as soon as the doors opened, I was sure of one thing: 
Harbor Freight is a Man Store. There was no welcoming display of soft, pretty things. 
No sandalwood candles scented the air. The smells that greeted my nose were those 
of rubber and metal, oil and polyethylene. Everywhere I looked, there were chains 
and hardware, cutters and saws, snippers and grinders and other, unidentifiable, and 
somewhat scary, implements.  
     I never knew such a store existed - one catering solely to the male species. Don 
was in heaven. I followed him up and down the aisles while he took it all in. He perused 
screwdrivers, in dozens of colors, styles, brands and prices. He debated battery-
chargers, big and small, expensive and not-so-much. He looked at pocket-sized gizmos 
that checked electrical currents. He hemmed and hawed over nail guns and staplers. 
And he spent time eyeing flashlights in every form known to mankind. This store was 
a dyed-in-the-wool “guy thing.” And I was happy that my ever-patient hubby finally 
had a store to call his own. Why? It’s a love thing. 
     There are special days through-out the year when we go out of our way to lavish 
love – anniversaries, birthdays, Valentine’s, Christmas – yet how much better it is to 
lavish love every day, focusing our love and attention on a regular basis.  
     “Love is never tired of waiting; love is kind; love has no envy; love does not insist 
on its own way, it is not irritable or resentful. Love’s ways are ever fair, it takes no 
thought for itself. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. Love never ends” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8 paraphrase.) The message of God’s 
Word? It’s a love thing.  

Judyann Grant writes from her home in the snowbelt region of central New York.  
Contact the author at: witandwisdomwriters@gmail.com 
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E n j o y  M o r e  o f  J a n ’ s  C o l u m n s
O R D E R  H E R  B O O K S  TO DAY

Life is like a quilt, pieced together from a
unique patchwork of memories, friendships,
joys, and challenges  In each of these books,
syndicated columnist Jan Keller is down to
earth and refreshingly transparent as she
opens the door to life’s dreams, triumphs

and struggles in a heart-warming
way that will touch you forever  You’ll

love the way she spins ‘yarns’ that
weave the pieces of a treasured tapestry into a vivid depiction of life and love 

SPECIAL OFFER! Order both books for just $25 and SAVE Shipping & Handling!

Mail your order to: Black Sheep Books, 16755 Oak Brush Loop, Peyton, CO 80831 

Pieces From My Heart
by Jan Keller

Tension
The needle on my sewing machine was going up and down through the fabric

with speed and precision. The titches were smooth and even. Then, as I stepped
down even harder on the foot pedal, the needle suddenly stopped. Looking closer, I
discovered the stitches had become uneven, resulting in little loops of excess thread.

I tried to remove the fabric, but couldn’t. The needle wouldn’t budge. After
tugging on the wheel, one way and then the other, I finally raised the needle
enough to free the fabric.

When I turned the fabric over to inspect the underside of the stitches, I
discovered a large gnarled mess.

It reminded me of life.
A busy schedule with lots of activity keeps me operating at my best potential.

Yet, there is a fine balance that can be difficult to maintain.
A proper tension is required. With too little stimulation I procrastinate and

accomplish little or nothing. When too much is required of expected, my stomach
aches and I get grumpy and tend to fall apart at the seams.

Tension can be good. If I invite company for dinner, I feel positive tension that
helps me accomplish a great deal as I make my preparations. A day I might have
idled away is suddenly filled with meaning and purpose.

If, however, I invite company for dinner on a day that’s already too hectic, I
become overly stretched. My smooth tension becomes tense and tight. Stress
results and ultimately sends pressure surging through my system.

When I was a child, my mother encouraged me to learn to sew. She also
regularly warned me not to mess with the sewing machine’s tension. She said that
if the tension got out of whack and off kilter it would be tedious and time
consuming to properly regulate and get back in sync.

Just like a sewing machine, I must learn to carefully set the tension in my life. It
takes time to discover a smooth and even balance to maintain an inner fiber
strong enough to endure life’s unplanned stresses without becoming raveled.

©2021 Jan Keller  No reprint without permission  Jan shares other pieces of her life in her books,
Pieces From My Crazy Quilt, and The Tie That Binds These books can be ordered by calling 

719-749-9797, or writing: Black Sheep Books, 16755 Oak Brush Loop, Peyton, CO 80831

Lucy Webb Hayes
by Jan Keller

Born in 1831, Lucy Webb Hayes was
born in Chillicothe, Ohio to Dr. James
Webb and Maria Cook Webb. When Lucy
was only two her father died of cholera in
1833. To provide for her family, Lucy’s
mother took in washing.

As a teen, her mother moved her
family to Delaware, Ohio to enroll her
sons in Ohio Wesleyan University and the
result was that Lucy began studying with
the schools instructors and ended up
graduating from the Wesleyan Female
College in Cincinnati at 18, making her
unusually well educated for a young lady
for the time. 

“Rud” Hayes, age 27, had set up a law
practice in Cincinnati, and as things
worked out he began visiting the Webb
home. “By George! I am in love with her!”
he once wrote in his diary. The couple
married in 1852. Over twenty years Lucy
gave birth to eight children, but only five survived past infancy.

In 1877, when Rutherford and Lucy left Ohio for Washington, the outcome of
the contested election was yet undetermined. Ultimately Lucy did watch her
husband take the oath of office and simultaneously she became not only first lady
but the first first lady to have graduated from college.

Lucy Hayes was the first presidential wife to be commonly referred to as “first
lady” by the press. Advances in technology in the newspaper industry allowed the
whole country to see sketches of first lady Hayes at the 1877 inauguration as well
as descriptions of her clothes and demeanor at official functions. She confidently
entered the White House thanks to experiences from her long and happy married
life, her knowledge of politics, her intelligence, and her cheerful spirit. She enjoyed
informal parties, and went to great effort to make official entertaining attractive.
She was a temperance advocate and liquor was banned at the mansion during this
administration, yet she was a popular hostess. She took criticism of her views with
good humor (the famous nickname “Lemonade Lucy” apparently came into use
only after she had left the mansion) and she became one of the most admired
women to preside over the White House.

When the Hayes presidency ended in 1881, Rutherford and Lucy returned to
Spiegel Grove in Fremont, Ohio. The couple enjoyed a contented eight years
together there—until Lucy, age 57, had a stroke and died a few days later on June
25, 1889. Three and a half years later, while on business in Cleveland, Rutherford
became ill and was escorted back home to Fremont. There he died of heart failure
at age 70 on January 17, 1893. President and Mrs. Hayes are buried in a tomb at
Spiegel Grove.

Lucy Hayes’ Historic Lady’s Fingers Recipe
Mix six yolks of eggs with half a pound of powdered sugar; work the prepa-

ration with a spoon until it is frothy; then mix into it the whites of six eggs well
beaten, and at the same time a quarter of a pound of flour, dried and sifted. Put
this batter into a meringue bag, and squeeze it through in strips, two or three
inches long, and sprinkle over some fine sugar; bake in a slack oven for twelve to
fourteen minutes.

Rutherford B. Hayes’ Oyster Stew Recipe
1/4 lb. butter 1/2 cup chicken stock
1/2 teaspoon salt White pepper (optional)
1 teaspoon celery salt Pinch of paprika
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce 1 quart of fresh oysters
1 quart of milk 2 cups heavy cream
4 tablespoons butter
Melt butter in a suace pan and add chicken stock, salt, pepper, celery salt,

paprika, and Worcestershire sauce. When butter is hot and bubbly, add the oysters
and their oyster liquor. Simmer the oysters gently in this liquor for 2 or 3 minutes
or until their edges begin to curl. Meanwhile, scald milk and cream together and
add the oyster mixture. Reheat, but do not boil. Serve piping hot in soup bowls,
with a lump of butter floated in each bowl, and a bowl of oyster crackers.

Lucy Webb Hayes
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n



Page 17Jan/Feb 2021
Fergus Falls • Oklee

- The Minnesota Country Register -

Qualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ingQualit� Professional Framing & Ma�ing

409 W. Stanton Ave • Fergus Falls, MN 56537 • 218-998-4147

Home Decor, Gists and Floral Desig�s 
you won’t find any	here else!  
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Hours: M-F 10am-6pm • Sat 9am-12pm

Oklee 
Quilting 

Supply, Inc.
205 Main St · Oklee, MN 56742 

218-796-5151 
1-800-777-7403 

www.okleequiltinginc.com 
email: okleequilting@hotmail.com

OPEN: 
Monday-Friday: 8am-5pm 

Saturday: 9am-12pm

ALONG THE PRESIDENTIAL TRAIL
Rutherford B. Hayes ̶ 19th President of the United States

Part of a series
by Jan Keller

The autumn overcast sky was lightly raining the day
John and I visited Spiegel Grove, in Fremont, Ohio, the
family home of Rutherford and Lucy Hayes—and the
generations of offspring who have also called the site
their home through the years since their passing. The
beautiful stately estate is well cared for and the
beautiful colors of the autumn leaves added a feeling
of peaceful tranquility.

In contrast, the circumstances surrounding Hayes
inauguration as president back in 1877 was anything
but peaceful—rather it was one of the most contested
elections in our country’s history.

When Rutherford Hayes became president, half of the
country believed it was because of fraud. It was a time
when the nation was
bogged down in a deep
economic depression.
The democrats controlled
congress and his own
republican party was in a
state of chaos. In
addition, the office of the
presidency had been
weakened by scandals
dating back to the Johnson and Grant administrations and
Congress had usurped presidential appointing powers.

In spite of the controversy surrounding the inaugu-
ration of Hayes, by the end of his four-year term, the
economy was booming, republicans had regained
control of congress, there were no White House
scandals, and strides were made to reform the civil
service. Hayes left the presidency more independent
by reclaiming the prerogative to choose his own
cabinet and to fill government positions without
congressional interference. Through his judicious use
of the veto, he kept congress from weakening voting
laws and from restricting immigration. Hayes’ biggest
disappointment was the failure of his southern policy

due to his naive belief that
southern leaders would
uphold civil rights.

Hayes believed the
election of James Garfield
to succeed him as president
was evidence the public
approved of his adminis-
tration and its policies. He
was confident he had made
the correct decision to
serve only one term as
president. Hayes assessed his performance in his diary,
writing, “I can say in truth—I left this great country

prosperous and happy and the
party of my choice strong, victo-
rious, and united. In serving the
country, I served the party.”

The decades between the Civil
War and the early 20th century
were a time of massive social
transformation. The 13th, 14th
and 15th Amendments to the
Constitution abolished slavery,

gave blacks American citizenship and black men the
right to vote. Those who
advocated for black rights,
such as Frederick
Douglass and W.E.B.
DuBois, worked to ensure
that equality laws were
actually enforced. Women
like Susan B. Anthony,
Carrie Chapman Catt and
Sojourner Truth gained
attention with their
demands for women’s
right to vote and equal pay for men and women.

America’s natural resources like copper, rubber, coal
and oil ignited an industrial revolution. Captains of
industry like Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller and
Cornelius Vanderbuilt accumulated wealth and riches
unheard of in the nation’s young history. Americans
subsequently flocked to urban areas to work in the
newly built factories.

Yet, for all of the glamour and progress, America
had serious growing pains. Women fighting for equal
rights were jailed. Lynchings of black Americans were
common. Temperance Unions called attention to a
serious national alcohol addiction problem. While
industrialization created millionaires, workers and their
families lived in extreme poverty. The volatility of the
era spilled into political action as questions of currency
inflation and civil rights took center stage.

As president, Rutherford Hayes, concerned about
racial tensions, geographic sectionalism, political
corruption and the growing gap between the rich and
the poor, worked to bring balance to the chaos.
Frustrated at times by the political forces in
Washington DC, Hayes took full advantage of his post-
presidency freedom to become direct about his
concern for the country’s future. “The money-piling
tendency of our country,” Hayes wrote in his diary in

1890, “is changing
laws, government, and
morals—and giving
power to the rich and
bringing pauperism
and its attendant
crimes and
wretchedness like a
flood. Lincoln was for
a government of the
people. The new
tendency is a

government of the rich, by the rich, and for the rich.”
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The Rutherford Hayes Presidential
Library & Museums, Fremont, Ohio

Me in front of the Hayes’ Home
on the grounds at Spiegel Grove.
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Information in this article is from displays at the Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Library & Museums.
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Duluth • Cook

- The Minnesota Country Register -

227 1st Street SW • Cook, MN 55723

Current Hours: 
Tues - Fri 10am-4pm 

Sat 10am-3pm

Stay up-to-date with any changes 
on our Facebook page!

Quilting Materials - Fabrics - Notions - Patterns  
Gifts - Long Arm Quilting Services

Where in Minnesota?
The answer is...  

Hermann Monument located in New Ulm, MN! 
 

    The 32-foot-high Hermann, who 
arrived in New Ulm in 1890, stands 
atop a 70-foot-high base. Visitors 
are welcome to climb up a spiraling 

staircase for 360-degree views atop 
Hermann, who is an ode to the city’s 

deep German heritage.

Creations Quilt Shop
2904 W 3rd St. • Duluth, MN 55806 

218-628-1687 
www.creationsquilting.com • creationsquiltshop@gmail.com

Even through COVID uncertainty, 
we’re here to meet your quilting 

needs! Our shop requires masks, 
social distancing and a limited 

number of customers in the shop at 
once. We’re happy to offer curbside 

pick-up or product shipping. 
Call with any questions. 

Here for You!All Inclusive Quilt Shop
Our friendly and helpful staff are here to 

support your next quilting adventure.  
With a large assortment of fabrics 
(including Batiks), along with all the 

materials and accessories to go along with 
it, we’ve got everything you need!  

Need help finishing the quilt? 
We offer computerized and custom longarm 

quilting, along with binding.   
We can’t wait to see what you create! 
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Quarry Quilts & Yarns

Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9am-5pm • Closed Sundays

326 Quarry Place • Sandstone, MN 55072 • 320-216-7639 
quarryquiltsandyarns@gmail.com • www.qqyonline.com

Fabrics • Yarns • Sewing and Knitting Notions • Patterns 
Books • Long Arm Quilting • Sewing Machine Repair 

Custom Quilts

Celebrate our 10 year 
anniversary with us all year long! 
Watch for events every month!

Join 
Us!   

“Pro Bolt Sale” 

January 31st 

274 Hwy 33 North 
Cloquet, MN 55720 

218-879-3577 
www.thequilteddogquiltshop.com 

Mon-Fri:10am - 5pm 
Sat:10am - 3pm

Full Service Quilt Shop  

I’m a Little Bit Jelly
Mystery Quilt 2021 for The Country Register

Designed by Ann Jones
If you have any questions contact Erica at Nine Patch Quilt & Fabrics, Nevada, MO 

ericaskouby@gmail.com or 417-667-7100. Miss one of the parts?  
Check www.countryregister.com

Free Pattern
Use this pattern for embroidery, wool applique,
punch needle or rug hooking, painted projects or
whatever your imagination can dream up! Reduce
or enlarge pattern as desired.

Free Embroidery Pattern
May not be sold or used for
commercial purposes.

For more fun and creative inspiration visit:

www.JacquelynneSteves.com

Country Register Recipe Exchange 

Banana Bars 
submitted by a reader 

 
1 1/2 cup sugar 
1 cup sour cream 
1/2 cup butter (softened) 
2 eggs 
3-4 ripe bananas (mashed) 
 
Mix sugar, sour cream, butter and eggs on low speed for 1 minute. Beat in bananas 
and vanilla on low speed for 30 seconds. Beat in flour, salt and soda on medium 
speed for 1 minute. Stir in nuts. Bake in a greased jelly roll pan at 375˚ for 20-
25 minutes. When cooled frost with a cream cheese frosting!

2 tsp vanilla 
2 cups flour 
1 tsp salt 
1 tsp baking soda 
1/2 cup chopped walnuts (optional)
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We Offer a Variety of Different Decors Including Primitive, Country, Folk Art, Lodge, etc.  

Follow Our Blog! needlesnpinsstitcheries.blogspot.com 
All the work is done by HAND!
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 At The Woodworking 
Shop we offer hand 

carved wooden spoons, 
birch tree bowls, 

candleholders and 
many more handmade 
wood items. We also 

offer woodworking supplies 
for your DIY projects and 
supplies for your rustic 

wedding.  

We sell lodge, cabin, rustic, 
primitive decor along with 

woodworking supplies!

Visit us online: 
www.etsy.com/shop/thewoodworkingshop


